Hi Craig

Thank you for your organisation when arranging our (Ermington P.S) 2009 Surf Ed booking. The 175 students attending in Years 3-6 are really looking forward to the Surf Education program at Manly Beach again this year and also completing follow up work in class with the information you provided.

I would like to provide you with some positive feedback about the students that attended the Surf Ed course at Manly Beach last year. My Year 3 class attended in Term1, 2008 and the experience was a highlight of 2008 school events. The worth of the program is immense for all students and a valuable life learning experience for them. We had students attend the Surf Education program last year that had never been to the beach let alone been in the water – your instructors reassuring manner and the added security of the foam boards when completing the water assessment gave them much needed confidence to have a go and learn new skills. The sheltered water of Shelly Beach and the use of foam surfboards were an ideal resource to provide all students (regardless of their swimming ability) with confidence to apply/learn surf skills. Without the patience and expertise of your staff and the use of foam surfboards many for our students would have been too terrified to go into the water or been too anxious to absorb the information and focus on the surf skills being taught. The practical knowledge and experiences that they gained made a big impact on their surf awareness. It was also a rewarding experience for me as their teacher because it gave me a good indication about who the non-swimmers were and I was able to target them and encourage their parents to follow up with swimming lessons. I was really pleased to see at our end of year school pool party that 4 out of the 5 non swimmers were able to swim 25m freestyle and backstroke. I'm sure they will look forward to Surf Ed this year and get a lot more out of it.

I’m also very impressed by your initiative this year to provide a parent information session at the school prior to the children participating in the program. Educating parents about surf awareness is important – thank you for this initiative. Last year we had many parents attend the day at Manly Beach that were inspired by the program and some families were so enthused that they decided to get their children involved in little nippers on the weekend.

I would be more than happy for you to 'use my words' or further advocate for this worthwhile program that you and your team provide to NSW school children.

Kind regards,


Bronwyn Harrison

Ermington Public School

